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The State Fire Marshal has no legal jurisdiction in one (1) or two (2) family dwellings, but recommends these 
requirements for those dwellings to insure maximum fire and life safety : 
 

• Faulty wiring and overloaded electrical outlets are one of the most common causes of seasonal house 
fires. It doesn’t matter if the tree is artificial or real, if a fire sparks due to your wiring, the tree will still 
burn.  

• When buying a tree, make sure that the needles don’t fall out when you bounce it on the ground. These 
types of trees tend to dry out very quickly, meaning they will also burn quickly. 

• Be sure to keep your live tree watered so it does not dry out.  
• Only use safe decorations. Do not light your tree with candles or lights designed specifically for outdoor 

use.  
• Keep all holiday decorations away from open flames, fireplaces or other heating sources. 

 
 

“Smoke Alarms Save Lives”  
 

 


