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June 25, 1998

Jean C. Carter Jr. Architect
Plan Review Division
Office of State Fire Marshal
Department of Public Safety and Correction
5150 Florida Blvd.
" Baton Rough, LA 70806

Dear Mr. Carter:

Log #13-635-98

This replies to your fax of June 19, 1998, requesting information on the 1996 edition of NFPA 13,
Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler Systems. The NFPA cannot approve a particular
design or arrangement, but I can offer you my personal opinion of the standard as it relates to

. your situation. -

Based upon your fax several issues must be addressed in order to calculate less that the

minimum design area:

1) Each area must be pfotected by a separate system. This appears to be the case in your fax, a

dry-pipe and a wet-pipe sprinkler system.

. 2) The individual systems must be separated by each other by separation meeting the
requirements of the room design method. This allows for areas less than the minimum design

area to be calculated.

In the event that the above requirements are met, then the 1,330 sq. ft. of dry-pipe could be

independently calculated from the wet-pipe system.

not met, then the minimum desi.
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This response does not represent.a Formal Interpretation as noted below in the Important
Notlce
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JUN 16 1938 PHONE (504) 275-6212
Jean C. Carter, Jr.. L i CIIRE wiARSHAL : June 11, 1998
Plan Review Architect ,RR(;H\TECTURAL SECTION
Office of State Fire Marshal
5150 Florida Boulevard
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70806
Re:  Mary Bird Perkins Cancer Center BRASSCO Job No. 1723-98

St. Tammany Facility
- Covington, Louisiana
Sprinkler Review Number P0151529

Dear Jean, -

As we discussed on the telephone yesterday, I have discussed the issue of a small Dry-Pipe
sprinkler system (less than 1500 sq ft) in addition to a Wet-Pipe sprinkler system with both
Chris Dubay of NFPA and Roland Huggins, P.E. of the American Fire Sprinkler
Association. Chris is the staff liaison for NFPA 13 and Roland is on the NFPA 13
Committee. Both Chris and Roland agree that these are two separate systems and that the
Dry-Pipe system should be calculated with all of the sprinklers flowing without adding any
sprinklers from the Wet-Pipe system. '

Please delete comment number seven from your review letter and notify the inspection
section and the architect that the design and calculations are acceptable without

modifications.

A copies of your review letter and the letter to you from the Architect are enclosed for your
reference.

If you should have any further questions, please let me know.
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David L. Miller, P.E.
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