PUBLIC SAFETY

Chapter 26. Commercial
Building Energy Conservation
Code

82601. General Provisions

A.1. ANSI/ASHRAE/IESNA Standard 90.1-2007
is hereby adopted as the Commercial Building
Energy Conservation Code for applicable buildings.

2. The International Energy Conservation
Code, 2009 edition, is hereby adopted as the
Commercial Building Energy Conservation Code for
applicable buildings not covered by the preceding
part.

3. Commercial buildings constructed, repaired,
or altered on or after July 20, 2011 shall comply with
the applicable standard referenced in this Part.

B. Inaccordance with R.S. 40:1730.45 et seq., no
commercial building shall be constructed, altered, or
repaired in Louisiana until energy code compliance
documents have been submitted to and reviewed by
the State Fire Marshal for compliance with the
Commercial Building Energy Conservation Code.
For state owned facilities, statewide enforcement of
the Commercial Building Energy Conservation Code
shall be the responsibility of the Facility Planning
and Control Section of the Division of
Administration. As such, energy code compliance
documents are not required as part of the submission
for state owned buildings to the Office of State Fire
Marshal.

C. It shall be the policy of the Office of State Fire
Marshal that energy code document review will be
required on any building covered by the Commercial
Building Energy Conservation Code.

D. In order to expedite plan review and not delay
construction or occupancy of affected buildings, the
state fire marshal shall have the authority to issue a
21-day release for buildings for which the initial plan
submission did not include a complete, valid
submission of energy code documents. In the event
that such a release is issued, parties submitting plans
without a complete, valid submission of energy code
documents will be notified in writing of the energy
code requirements and have 21 days to submit the
required energy code documentation. During this
time, initial plan review may be completed, thereby
allowing construction to commence. Failure to
submit required energy code compliance documents
within said 21 days will result in a letter of apparent
noncompliance. Said letter shall be either in the form
of a statement in the plan review letter or as a
separate letter.
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E. A complete, valid submission of energy code
documents shall consist of documents as detailed in
LAC 55:V.2604.

F. Parties submitting code compliance documents
that appear to the state fire marshal to conform with
the Louisiana Commercial Building Energy
Conservation Code shall be furnished a letter of
apparent compliance. Said letter shall be either in the
form of a statement in the plan review letter or as a
separate letter.

G. Parties submitting code compliance documents
that appear to the state fire marshal not to comply
with the Louisiana Commercial Building Energy
Conservation Code shall be furnished a letter of
apparent noncompliance. Said letter shall be either in
the form of a statement in the plan review letter or as
a separate letter. This letter of apparent
noncompliance shall not delay the state fire marshal's
normal project review process or the ability of a local
building code enforcement entity to issue a building
permit or use and occupancy certificate.

H. Parties receiving a letter of apparent
noncompliance shall be entitled to submit revised
plans, documentation or other evidence to the state
fire marshal for a reevaluation of the project's
compliance with the Louisiana Commercial Building
Energy Conservation Code. In accordance with R.S.
40:1730.47(A), a $10 fee shall be charged by the
state fire marshal for reevaluation of energy code
compliance documents.

I.  The letter of apparent compliance or apparent
noncompliance from the state fire marshal shall be
kept at the site of the project for as long as the
structure is in the process of construction, alteration
Or repair.

J.  The owners of all structures shall retain this
letter of apparent compliance or apparent
noncompliance from the state fire marshal in a safe
place for as long as the structure is occupied, used or
both.

K. The Office of the State Fire Marshal shall not
be required to retain any copy of the reviewed plans,
specifications, energy code compliance documents,
or letter of apparent compliance or apparent
noncompliance.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with
R.S.40:1730.41 et seq. and 40:1563 et seq.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department
of Public Safety and Corrections, Office of State Fire
Marshal, LR 31:2951 (November 2005), amended LR
37:2185 (July 2011).
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82602. Definitions

Alteration—alterations, renovations or repairs to
existing buildings in accordance with R.S.
40:1574(C), (D), (E), (F), and (G).

ANSI/ASHRAE/IESNA 90.1—the latest edition
adopted by the State Fire Marshal, pursuant to the
provisions of the Louisiana Administrative Procedure
Act, of the document developed by the American
Society of Heating, Refrigerating, and Air
Conditioning Engineers and the Illuminating
Engineering Society of North America entitled
"Energy Standard for Buildings Except Low-Rise
Residential Buildings."

COMcheck—the commercial building energy code
compliance package, including computer software
available from the United States Department of
Energy, as a method of demonstrating compliance
with ASHRAE/IES 90.1.

Commercial Buildings—all buildings designed for
human occupancy except one and two family
dwellings.

Commercial Processing—see industrial occupancy.

EPAct—the Energy Policy Act of 1992 enacted by
the Congress of the United States, as amended.

Historic Buildings—those buildings specifically
designated as historically significant by the state
historic preservation officer or by official action of a
local government.

Industrial—areas of buildings intended primarily
for manufacturing, commercial, or industrial
processing. For purposes of determining applicability
with requirements of the Commercial Building
Energy Conservation Code, buildings or portions
thereof in which products are manufactured or in
which processing, assembling, mixing, packaging,
finishing, decorating, repairing, or similar operations
are conducted.

International Energy Conservation Code—the
latest edition adopted by the State Fire Marshal,
pursuant to the provisions of the Louisiana
Administrative Procedure Act, of the document
developed by the International Code Council, Inc.,
entitled "International Energy Conservation Code",
also referred to as "IECC."

Low-Rise Residential—structures used primarily
for residential purposes of three stories or fewer
above grade, excluding one and two family
dwellings.

Manufacturing—see industrial.
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Repair or Renovation—alterations, repairs or
renovations to existing buildings in accordance with
R.S. 40:1574(C), (D), (E), (F), and (G).

REScheck—the International Energy Conservation
Code compliance package, including computer
software available from the United States Department
of Energy, as a method of demonstrating compliance
with the International Energy Conservation Code.

Residential—spaces in buildings used primarily for
living and sleeping. Residential spaces include, but
are not limited to, dwelling units, hotel/motel guest
rooms, dormitories, nursing homes, patient rooms in
hospitals, lodging houses, fraternity/sorority houses,
hostels, prisons, and fire stations.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with
R.S.40:1730.41 et seq. and 40:1563 et seq.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department
of Public Safety and Corrections, Office of State Fire
Marshal, LR 31:2951 (November 2005).

82603. Energy Code Application and Scope

A. All commercial building plans submitted to the
Office of State Fire Marshal that are included in the
scope of the Commercial Building Energy
Conservation Code shall contain energy code
compliance documentation as required by LAC
55:V.2604.

B. Additions to existing buildings will be treated
as new construction.

C. General Exemptions. Buildings or portions of
buildings that meet the criteria outlined in R.S.
40:1730.44.C or by the scope of
ANSI/ASHRAE/IESNA Standard 90.1 are exempt
from the energy code.

D. The provisions of state adopted laws, rules,
codes, or standard addressing life safety, accessibility,
health, or fire protection, shall prevail where any
conflicts or duplication occur.

E. Renovated  Buildings. To determine
applicability of the Commercial Building Energy
Conservation Code to altered, repaired or renovated
buildings, see R.S. 40:1574.C, D, E, F, and G
Altered, repaired or renovated buildings covered by
these Sections are included in the scope of the energy
code.

F. Historic Buildings. As permitted by R.S.
40:1730.44.D, the state fire marshal may modify the
specific requirements of the Commercial Building
Energy Conservation Code for historic buildings and
require alternate requirements which will result in a
reasonable degree of energy efficiency. It is the
policy of the state fire marshal to encourage historic
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preservation and the preservation of Louisiana's
architectural  heritage. =~ When  applying the
requirements of the energy code, the state fire
marshal shall take into consideration the impact of
these requirements on the historic integrity of
existing facilities. Parties submitting plans for
renovating historic buildings must demonstrate a
good faith attempt to comply with the energy code.
However, if compliance with the energy code will
compromise the historic integrity of the affected
building, it should be so noted on the plan
submission. In such cases, the state fire marshal will
accept reasonable attempts to improve the energy
efficiency of the building as meeting the
requirements of the energy code.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with
R.S.40:1730.41 et seq. and 40:1563 et seq.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department
of Public Safety and Corrections, Office of State Fire
Marshal, LR 31:2952 (November 2005), amended LR
37:2186 (July 2011).

82604. Compliance Procedures for the Energy
Code

A. For commercial buildings in all categories
except low-rise residential buildings identified in
ANSI/ASHRAE/IESNA 90.1, demonstration of
compliance with COMcheck, materials as developed
by Pacific Northwest National Laboratory for the
U.S. Department of Energy's Office of Codes and
Standards, available from the U.S. Department of
Energy, shall be deemed to comply with the
Commercial Building Energy Conservation Code.
Compliance must be demonstrated individually for
each of three components: envelope, lighting
(including electrical), and mechanical (including hot
water).

B. For low-rise residential buildings not covered
by
LAC 55:V.2604.A., except one and two family
dwellings, demonstration of compliance with
REScheck, materials as developed by Pacific
Northwest National Laboratory for the Department of
Housing and Urban Development and the Rural
Economic and Community Development under
direction of the U.S. Department of Energy's Office
of Codes and Standards, available from the U.S.
Department of Energy, for the requirements of the
IECC shall be deemed to comply with the
Commercial Building Energy Conservation Code.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with
R.S.40:1730.41 et seq. and 40:1563 et seq.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department
of Public Safety and Corrections, Office of State Fire
Marshal, LR 31:2952 (November 2005).
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82605. Amendments to ANSI/ASHRAE/IESNA
90.1 for Louisiana

A. The following amendments to COMCheck are
adopted for Louisiana.

1. Remove requirement that air handlers run
continuously.

2. Remove all requirements for wuse of

economizers anywhere in Louisiana.

3. Delete IECC Section 103, ‘Construction
Documents’, Section 104, ‘Inspections’, and Section
107, ‘Fees’, in their entirety.

4. Modify IECC Section 101.2, ‘Scope’, to
read: “This code applies to Low-Rise Residential
buildings.”

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with
R.S.40:1730.41 et seq. and 40:1563 et seq.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department
of Public Safety and Corrections, Office of State Fire
Marshal, LR 31:2952 (November 2005), amended LR
37:2186 (July 2011).



