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Re: COMMERCIAL KITCHEN EXHAUST HOODS AND THEIR     
                             IMMEDIATE ENVIRONMENT 
 
NFPA 96 (2008) states: 
 
“10.4.1 Upon activation of any fire-extinguishing system for a cooking operation, all sources of fuel and electric 
power that produce heat to all equipment requiring protection by that system shall automatically shut off.” 
 
This requirement of NFPA 96 does not address a myriad of different circumstances: adjacent electrical wall 
outlets, electrical control devices on the cooking appliances, etc.  Apparently, some K-type extinguishers may 
contain suppression agents that pose a potential electrical hazard, and the following directive is in their 
manufacturer’s instructions: “Type K is a ‘wet’ agent extinguisher.  If the electrical system is not shunted prior 
to use of a type K extinguisher, there is a possibility that the person using the fire extinguisher will be 
electrocuted.” 
 
To be conservative and respect life safety, this office will hereby require all electrical power directly below of 
the hood be shunted, shut off when the hood suppression system is activated. 
 
This Interpretive Memo shall be referenced when citing this issue. 
 
Some K-type extinguishers may contain chemicals that could be documented as not creating an electrical 
hazard.  We will honor such manufacturer’s documentation. 
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